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Interview with Knight's Cross recipient Wilfried Richter, SS-Obersturmfthrer of the SS Division 
‘Totenkopf' and later tank destroyer instructor, 1980. 


Thank you for meeting with me, Mr. Judge. | would like to ask you a few 
questions about your time in the Waffen-SS. The first question is: What 
motivated you to join the SS? 


Wilfried: | joined the SS late, in 1937. | was an early convert of Hitler and 
saw what the Nazis had done for Germany. Gone were the red terror and 
the insecurity of the Weimar Republic. In Germany there has always been a 
two-year conscription for men, and | knew | had to serve my time, so | chose 
the Allgemeine-SS to fulfill my duty. At this time, the SS in Germany was 
seen as the new vanguard of the National Socialist idea of a community of 
people working together for the good of all. Everything we did and said was 
for the good of our communities and the nation. No one was excluded; we 
helped the widows, the poor, the sick and those who could not help 
themselves. 


We strived to build the best in ourselves while taking those who needed it 
with us. That was the essence of National Socialism and Adolf Hitler. 


What did you have to do to be accepted? 


Wilfried: The SS of 1937 was a well-oiled machine. Strict guidelines had been established to make the SS the 
most elite of all formations in the Reich. They had to be extremely fit and not have any physical or mental 
weaknesses. The tests were conducted by both doctors and a panel of SS recruiters. | had to provide a family 
tree of my family showing that my bloodline was purely Germanic and dated back to the 1700s. | was a member 
of the Nazi Party and that helped me, but it was not a requirement to be a member. Many SS men had no time 
for politics. After | was accepted and sent for training, | was assigned to the 15th company of the SS-Standarte 
‘Germany’. At that time we had almost 1,300 men. We trained daily and had to do all sorts of physical exercises 
and eat well. 


Was there a rivalry with the Leib- 
Standarte? 


Wilfried: Not really, we were 
separated by region. 
The LAH was in Berlin and 


provided this area with guards and 
ceremonial troops for parades. 
Germany had the Munich area, 
which was in some ways holier 
since we guarded the Temple of Munchen. Ehrentempel gmk 
Honor and the Feldherrnhalle. The 

LAH was the Fuhrer's guard, that's true, but every SS unit was considered loyal and obedient to the Fuhrer. 
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Did you have to sing the Horst Wessel song? 


Wilfried: That was a celebratory song, 
not an SS song. We mainly sang 
traditional German marching songs and 
‘If everyone becomes unfaithful, we will 
remain faithful’, that was my favorite 
song. Horst Wessel was a festival martyr 
and was very revered, we sang his song 
on special occasions, but it was not a 
marching song. After the war we sang 
this song more often because it was a 
symbol of faith in our cause. 


A group of SS-VT members of the SS-Standarte "Deutschland" during winter exercises before the war. Note the 


: . . : use of all insignia, including the crossbow eagle, shoulder boards, collar tabs and coat cuff band. In 
H ow did th e annexations with Austr 1a the later phases of the war, only the shoulder boards were worn. 


and Czechoslovakia go? Today it is said 


that these countries were invaded. 


Wilfried: The truth is lost in war, that's what happened, and the Reds controlled much of the world press 
then as now, so they didn't report these events positively. 
In short, Austria was always part of the great empire; Hitler made it legal and official. 

Tf The throngs of people who welcomed us tell the true story. It was 
recently revealed that a famous photo taken by an American journalist 
was a lie. It shows a German woman crying while giving the Nazi salute. 
She cried with joy at finally being free from persecution. The press 
claimed she was Czech and weeping because of the dark, brutal 
invasion sweeping her beloved country. This was completely false, but 
this is what was shown to the public. 


It was flowers, hugs, kisses and drinks that greeted the German troops. Austrian soldiers invaded Germany 
as a show of unity, and Czech soldiers were treated as comrades rather than enemies. Many immediately 
joined the SS or the Wehrmacht. That was the reality. In these cases, the photos don't lie. The German 
soldiers were welcomed as liberators in both countries, although the press reported that it was unwise to 
send tanks and armed soldiers. We had to make sure that the small minority that rebelled against us didn't 


cause trouble, which they didn't do after 
they saw our weapons. 


You said you took part in the campaign 
against France, what did you think of 
the French soldier? 


Wilfried: | was assigned to the 


‘Totenkopf’ as an officer shortly 
beforehand, so we didn't get involved in 
the fight until the end of June. | felt that The annexation of Austria, March 1938 in Schwarzach 
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French soldiers as tough but poorly led. The English gave us the most trouble and, in my 
opinion, behaved badly. The French protected their homes and did everything they could to 
avoid damage. The British, on the other hand, sought protection among the civilian population 
and in many cases used them as protective shields. The French, like us, did not want this 

' war and did not fight with zeal. 
They surrendered when it was 
pointless to continue fighting. The 
English sometimes ignored orders 
to retreat to fight, which was 
reckless and caused unnecessary 
casualties. We were often angry at 
_ their behavior, for example when 
they occupied a city and we 
demanded surrender because they 
were surrounded. | twice witnessed 


the English shooting at our men 
under white flags of truce. The 


French did not behave so cowardly, 


except their Negro soldiers. The 
men of 
‘Totenkopf were accused of killing 
civilians after the war, but this never 
France in June 1940: An advance party of the Totenkopf passes through the small French town of Aire- happened . These deaths were the 
sur-la-Lys in the Pas-de-Calais department. The town was of strategic importance because north of the city H H 
the Canal d’'Aire merges into the Canal de Neuffossé. Both canals belong to a chain of canals that cS Su It of the En gI ish choosing to 
were designed to accommodate ships with a loading capacity of up to 3,000 tons and formed the fight among civilians, resulting in 
Dunkirk-Scheldt shipping route. deaths, or they threw away their 
uniforms and attempted to integrate. This made them illegal fighters, spies if you will. 


According to the rules of war, spies are often shot. 


There were even times when civilians joined us to fight us, and we caught some who killed 
German soldiers in cold blood. They were tried and executed according to international law, 
it was not acrime. Many fell in these battles before they could be captured. | would also like 
to mention that the British used illegal ammunition against us in our sector, which left our 
men very seriously wounded. Most of the French people we met were scared and just 
wanted to escape the war. We gave them food and water; our orders were to treat them 
kindly and with respect. We gave strict instructions that any theft or looting would be dealt 
with severely. 

Our doctor took the time to care for many along the way. He even treated a baby wounded 
by shrapnel when one of our men threw a grenade into a cellar, unaware that a family was 
taking shelter and fleeing along with English soldiers who had just shot at us. This is typical 
of many of the 'war crimes' we are accused of. 


What about the action at Le Paradis? 


Wasn't this a war crime because it killed 
unarmed soldiers? 


Wilfried: | wish a comrade would write a 
book refuting this, but the laws in the 
Republic make it difficult. 
As | told you, the English did not fight as 

soldiers, but as criminals in France. Dum-Dum-Geschosse, 


According to what comrades have told die auf maschinellem Wege an der Spitze mit einer finf Millimeter weiten, 
. . sieben Millimeter tiefen Bohrung versehen waren, wurden in den Taschen- 
me, an English unit was ordered to... gefangener Franzosen gefunden. 


Der Gebrauch solcher Geschosse ist nach vilkerrechtlichen Grunds&tzen verboten, 
insbesondere nach Artikel 23, Absatz 1c der Haager Landkriegsordnung. 
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to retreat, but instead they holed up around a 
farm. When ‘Toten-kopf' units approached, they 
were fired upon. Our infantry unit surrounded 
them and then demanded surrender as they were 
outnumbered and surrounded. They hoisted a 
white flag and when our men approached, they 
opened fire on them. Killing soldiers under a 
white flag of ceasefire is a punishable offence. 
To make matters worse, they also used inverted 


bullets [dum-dum bullets] that caused catastrophic 
injuries when they hit. We brought surgeons, 


including a Frenchman, to treat our many 
wounded who needed special care. 


This photo was taken by the then 17-year-old Herbert Brunnegger. Mr. 


. Brunnegger says he left the scene before the shooting. 
They confirmed that these were not normal 


gunshot wounds. After all this, our young, inexperienced soldiers pounced on them and killed many. | 
don't believe they were murdered in cold blood, and the survivors who let an innocent man hang /SS 
Commander Fritz Kndéchlein] are lying. ———— as 

It would be very easy to make up a story that your unit surrendered and marched off and then was shot 
for no reason. Comrades told me that there was no massacre. | was on this farm in the early 1960s. | 


saw evidence of a battle, but the wall where the shots were 
supposedly fired had no bullet holes. 


AY 


a 
/ 


My conclusion is that a few young, inexperienced SS soldiers 
were so angry with the way the British had conducted the 
battle that they shot prisoners they saw as criminals. Battlefield 
justice exists in every army. If our men did something like that, 
| could imagine it would be overlooked and ignored. The 
English made it a propaganda piece to show how evil their 
enemy was. To show the hypocrisy at the end of the war, the 
British took one of our cities 


The supposed execution wall 


targeted them, fired on them, killed many civilians, and then shot soldiers who 
resisted. They're keeping that a secret today. The second alternative: The 

English tried other tricks or tactics that caused nervous young men to open fire 

on them. | heard hearsay from a comrade who confirmed that once the prisoners 
were disarmed, they became unruly and disobeyed orders, young inexperienced 
soldiers opened fire on the mob. Of course, that only applies if they were 
prisoners at all, because as | said, | didn't see any bullet holes on the wall. They 
could all have fallen during the fight or tried to escape the fight. | do not believe 
this was a calculated, cold-blooded execution, despite what our enemies claim. 
Today you have to be very careful when digging through war criminal propaganda. 


LE PARADIS 


THE VENGEANCE» PRIVATE POOLEY 
PRIVATE FARROW'S ESCAPE 


ay 


CYRIL JOLLY 


You received the Knight's Cross, how did you earn it? enemy propaganda 
Wilfried: The 'Totenkopf' and Wehrmacht units were trapped in the Demyansk Pocket during the Russian 


winter offensive__It was one of the coldest winters to date [early 1942] 
in Europe and the Russians had a huge advantage over us. This cauldron was quite large and 
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difficult to defend, but we held out, and 
with the help of the Luftwaffe we held out 
for 4 months against very strong attacks. | 
received my Knight's Cross because of a 
serious Russian attack. We had a thin 
defensive line which the lvan attacked with 
a massive tank and infantry attack. | 
commanded a group in which we only had 
two anti-tank guns. 


and had three machine guns and some 
mines. The Pak crews' excellent shooting 
Demyansk pocket, air transport of the 16th Army with Junkers Ju 52 aircraft on a snow-covered field airfield +tOOK Out most of the tanks, but others 

remained a threat. | ordered and directed 
an attack as we were about to be overrun. My men took out the other tanks and we fought the Ivan, 
suffering heavy casualties. | couldn't leave it at that, we pushed further and conquered more territory. 
The Ivan had broken through elsewhere and surrounded my men; we held our ground and repelled all 
their attacks. After that was over, | surveyed the front and was amazed at what we 
had just accomplished. At this point | was in command of an assault gun battery, but 
this battle took place in close quarters, often man against man 


Man. 


We held the area for a while and denied Ivan until we were relieved. The German 
units in this area demonstrated for the first time that aircraft could ensure the supply 
of a ground force. 

After it was over, we were sent home to rest. | was paraded in front of the press and 
received far too much attention and gifts. The men who persevered became 
celebrities for a short time and we were given a badge to commemorate our heroic 
deed /[Demyansk Shield]. 


What was it like to fight with an assault gun? 


Wilfried: These beautiful weapons could do a lot of damage to the enemy. They were very narrow inside, 
but offered the crews good protection. Our radio communications and rangefinders gave us an advantage 
over our enemies. We were able to 


hide in an ambush and take out the 
heaviest tanks at long range. The 


low profile made them difficult to see 


and hit. In contrast to the tanks, they 
had a chassis that had stood the 

test of time and required few repairs. 
Comrades who served on the large 
tanks hated them because of the 
breakdowns and necessary 
maintenance. They laughed at our 
smaller vehicles, but we had to save 
their skins more than once. | had that 


An diesem Sturmgeschiitz mit der 7,5 cm L/48 ist von besonderem Interesse di¢ sogenannte Ostkette. Es waren seitliche Ver- 
langerungen der einzelnen Kettenglieder, die ein besseres Fahren im Schnee erlaubten, aber auch oft veriorengingen. (BA) 

A “Sturmgeschitz HI" in action, The broader "Ostketten” ("Eastern tracks") are shown to advantage. "Ostketten” were used in Russia to give 
the tanks extra grip in snow and soft ground 
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Kiaus SCHNEIDER 


SPUREN DER 
,NIBELUNGEN 


DOKUMENTATION UBER SOLDATEN 
DER 38. GRENADIER-DIVISION 
.NIBELUNGEN* DER WAFFEN-SS 


Kurt VOWINCKEL-VERLAG 


Es waren ehemalige Schiiler von Adolf-Hitler-Schulen und 
andere blutjunge Soldaten der 38, SS-Grenadier-Division, 
die in den Kimpfen um den Donautlbergang das 261. US- 
Infanterie-Regiment bei Kapfelberg durch ihren erbitterten 
Widerstand solange aufhielten, daB den deutschen Truppen 
in Regensburg geniigend Zeit zur Riiumung der Stadt blieb 
und letztendlich deren Zerstérung verhindert wurde. 


Der Geschichte dieser letzten neuen Division der Waffen-SS 


Commanded a baitery of long-barreled Stugs and we had good success 
against all types of enemy tanks. At one point we spotted a train of T-34 
tanks heading to a staging area with their crews hanging around like 
they were at a parade. We shot at them, took them out, and sent the 
crews fleeing. That was at a distance of 150 meters, so we could hide 
so well. 


What was the end of the war like for you and did you fight against the 
Americans? 


Wilfried: Since | was awarded the Knight's Cross, | was seen as an 
expert in combat and tactics, which | was not. | was ordered to become 
an instructor in Bad Télz to train new SS officers in tank hunting. | held 
this post until 1945. At this point the war was already lost, but we knew 
that we had to fight as long as possible to give the people of the East a 
chance to escape the crimes of the Red Army. In March we received 
orders to form a new SS division, which was far from the division's 
strength. It was called the Nibelungen Division. We were made up of 
remnants from everywhere, from police, border guards, Hitler Youth, 
wounded SS men and old Volkssturm. We did well in the battle, but too 
little, too late. Yes, we were just fighting the Americans, but at that point 
we were no longer able to fight. We had old, worn-out tank destroyers 
that could still cause casualties, but the overwhelming numbers were too 
great for our small force to stop. Our leader knew this, and instead of 
issuing ruthless orders, he used us for small ambushes. This upset the 


— vielmehr ihren wenigen Spuren — ist dieses Buch gewidmet. Americans and made them very cautious. 
Vor allem die Augenzeugenberichte vermitteln Eindriicke 

vom Leben und Sterben dieser 16- und 17-jahrigen Soldaten 

in den letzten Kriegswochen des Jahres 1945 und tiber ihre 

heute weitgehend auf Unverstindnis stoBenden Motive fiir 

einen solchen Einsatz. Gleichzeitig wird ein knapper 

Einblick in das Ende der Adolf-Hitler-Schulen gegeben. 

Erstmals kommt eine — wenn auch zwang: ig unvollstiin 

dige — Ubersicht iiber die Gliederung und Zusammensetzung 

der Division zum Abdruck 


This is also why they shot SS men who 
surrendered, because their propaganda 
portrayed us as murderers and merciless 
fanatics. Our leader gave a speech in 


which he said that the Allies were blinded 


owinckel- Verlag 


g — Potrdem by anger and hatred and that we should 


ISBN 3 921 655.90 9 not let this corrupt our conduct on the a 
battlefield. That was the difference “ » 
between professional soldiers and those who grew up on propaganda. We é ‘= 


cared about our enemies in the sense that they were our lost brothers and 
wanted them to see the truth. We tried hard to take prisoners and treated 


them well. | spoke to many captured Americans and tried to convince them 
that we were not the enemy. | wanted to convey to them that we were fighting 
to free Europe from communism and the death and destruction that it 
brought. Our fight was a fight of the West to survive in a world that was 
turning against us because liberal thought and Marxist ideology, which } 
encourages hate and disorder, gained the upper hand. Hardy 


Hardy Kruger. As a child, he was a member 
of the Hitler Youth until he was old enough to join 
the German army. He took part in the final phase of 


Kriiger = 


the war in Europe as a soldier and joined the 38th 
SS Division "Nibelungen" in March 1945. 
German postcard, still for The One That Got Away 
(Roy Ward Baker, 1957) 


We saw this in Russia. When the Marxists took control, they killed all 
landowners, academics, religious people and anyone who morally disagreed 
with them. As 
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When we were forced to lay down our arms, it was difficult for us, but we hoped that the Western Allies would 

soon recognize the danger from the East and arm us again to help them in the fight. Instead, we experienced 3 

years of ruthless persecution and covered up crimes until it dawned on them that the communists were their new 

enemies. We still have a stalemate that is indecisive and woe betide the nations if they fail to stop liberal thoughts 
“= consuming them because what is inside is Marxist doctrine in disguise. 


Do you think Germany could have won the war? 


Wilfried: Events happened too quickly to find appropriate, balanced responses to the 
crises we faced. We should have done everything we could to keep America out of 
the war, even to the point of giving up land. This was our downfall, because the 
enemy industry could produce in a day what took us a month. Some say that America 
wanted war and that there was no way to prevent it since the shooting had already 
started, but wars can always be averted, always. We became too confident too 
quickly. We also had traitors who made victory impossible; they were only found in 
July 1944. 


Wilfried Richter 


Richter's recommendation for the Knight's Cross: 


“SS-Obersturmfihrer Wilfred Richter and his company were in the town of 
Kalitkino from March 15, 1942. From the beginning they had to constantly 
withstand enemy artillery, aircraft and tank fire. 


On April 5, 1943, early in the morning, they got into a battle with the Russians on 
the northern front of the Eicke group, at the focal point of Kalitkino. 16 T-34s 
broke into the defensive positions, which in turn were supported by an attack 
from the west and northwest of Kalitkino. Richter and his men only had two anti- 
tank guns for support. These destroyed 10 T-34s as well as the infantry coming 
from the north of Kalitkino. But the enemy attacked and cut off their path. Richter 
gathered the last of his men and pushed forward against this enemy raid, despite 
intact enemy tanks and infantry fire. They managed to disable 5 T-34s with 
magnetic platter mines. Their courageous actions brought them success and A 
they advanced into the enemy positions and captured an enemy tank officer and another enemy soldier. 


For the rest of the day they established their positions, defended them and stood ready. SS-ObersturmfUhrer 
Richter's dogged determination and heroism proved time and again to be a role model for his weak group of men, 


cut off in this area. 
Kalitkino was held until the end and was firmly in our hands. 


Holding the village as a base two kilometers from the front line was crucial. The enemy was to the south and east. 


In addition, this cornerstone is important as a jumping off point for future attacks from us. 


| commend SS-Obersturmfthrer Wilfred Richter for the award of the Knight’s Cross of the lron Cross in recognition 
of his heroism and courage and the successes associated with it.” 


traces of war 
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